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Jordan Bak, viola 
2019 winner | Concert Artists Guild Victor Elmaleh Competition 

Award-winning Jamaican-American violist Jordan Bak is building an exciting 
international career as a trailblazing artist, praised for his radiant stage presence and 
robust alto sound. The 2021 YCAT Robey Artist and a top laureate of the 2020 Sphinx 
Competition, Bak is also a Grand Prize winner and Audience Prize recipient of the 2019 
Concert Artists Guild Victor Elmaleh Competition and the 2019 John White Special Prize 
from the Tertis International Viola Competition. In addition, Bak is a featured artist for 
WQXR’s Artist Propulsion Lab. 

Highlights of the 2021-2022 season include recital debuts at Wigmore Hall, Merkin 
Concert Hall & Baltimore’s Shriver Hall, chamber music tours with Musicians from 
Marlboro and CAG on Tour, and new music commissions from such composers as Tyson 
Davis, Shawn Okpebholo & James Ra. A proud new music advocate, Bak gave the 
world premiere of Kaija Saariaho’s Du gick, flög for viola and mezzo-soprano and the 
viola premiere of Jessica Meyer’s Excessive Use of Force. Bak has been a presence at 
numerous chamber music festivals including the legendary Marlboro Music Festival; he 
has collaborated and performed with top-level ensembles including Verona Quartet 
and Merz Trio, and such artists as Jonathan Biss, Lara Downes, and Ani Kavafian. 

A New York native, Jordan Bak holds degrees from New England Conservatory and The 
Juilliard School, where he was only the third violist to receive the coveted Artist 
Diploma. In addition to his performing schedule, Bak serves as Assistant Professor of 
Viola at Bowling Green State University College of Musical Arts and as returning Viola 
Faculty for the Classical Music Institute of San Antonio, while giving masterclasses 
internationally. 
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